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about these near-humanities. It is time that all our public
opinions, united over areas vaster than any humanity has
yet conceived of . . . it is time that they took in hand the
sweetening of the world . . . the making it safe for children.
I will venture to say that the mob at Flemington was the
next best thing. It showed—if unconsciously—immense
bodies of the citizens of this country unwilling to let Elected
Authority pursue in a hidden corner its unworthy work.
For myself I would have a crowd of a million attend on
every trial for the theft of a shoe-lace. And they should tear
down the court-house if they were dissatisfied with the mercy
shown in the sentence. You would thus reverse Lynch Law.
§
For the rest, what I found agreeable and stimulating in
Flemington was a certain air of democratic simplicity and
rectitude. . . . And that not only in the court-room whilst
the court was sitting.
I don't know why, at an advanced age, I should suddenly
begin to find democratic simplicity and rectitude attractive.
They are contrary to my traditions and upbringing and I
don't know that they are not hostile to my intelligence and
my instinctive sense of morality. For it is certain that I
think that the only things that can save the world are a
certain Mediterranean brand of slackening off in every
department of life—a slackening off in everything from
conscious rectitude and its brother sense of acquisitiveness to
the sense of efficiency and the hours of labour worked. . . .
So that it would be dreadful if at the end of great labours
and many wanderings I should find myself liking the New
England Conscience or States which at present seem to me
to be the most detestable things in the world and the source
of all our present evils.
It is, of course, a matter of climate and latitude. New
England virtues—if there are any—are Northern virtues.
They consist of rectitude for the sake of gain, honesty which
is only the best policy, continence so that you may creep
into the back door of heaven, frugality for the sake of
adding to your store. But in the Middle States these things

